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Whitman’s Pond Restoration
Weymouth, Massachusetts

The Town of Weymouth, Massachusetts selected Ambient
Engineering to restore Whitman’s Pond, which has been heavily
impacted by development. This “Great” pond is an important
resource to the town for its recreational uses, its wildlife habitat,
and as a secondary drinking water supply. The pond is particularly
valued for its herring run and its use as a juvenile nursery by

the herring.

The pond is nearly surrounded by densely developed residential
land, and numerous storm drains deliver flow to the Pond from

within the watershed.

In recent years, the pond has experienced heavy clogging with
macro-algae due to eutrophication.

Ambient’s work included the direct treatment of pond water to

remove nutrients, through the use of a subcontractor supplied

“Pond Restorer.” This innovative floating greenhouse used a hydroponic method to take up nutrients in the growth of emergent
plants for later harvest. Water quality and plant growth were monitored. This demonstration scale restoration work can be used to
design full scale systems capable of treating the entire pond.

Ambient prepared a Stormwater Management Plan for the pond as well as plans to reduce nutrient input from sources including lawn
fertilizers and septic systems. Ambient evaluated a vegetated wetland designed to be a Sediment and Nutrient Uptake System at the
Pond and prepared an O & M Manual for this “out-of-service” facility. Ambient also provided information fact sheets to inform the
community about measures to protect the pond.
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