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Tractor Trailer Crash
Charles River, Massachusetts

In the middle of the night in February, 2000 a tractor trailer truck failed to
negotiate a turning ramp entry to the Massachusetts Turnpike. The crash left
the cab of the truck dangling in mid-air over the frozen Charles River some

50 feet below. The driver survived, but all of the truck’s fuel, hydraulic oils and
motor oils were released to the river which is an environmentally sensitive

receptor and a valued natural resource in the Boston area.

Ambient was called in to oversee the cleanup of the release, which had spread
over the river ice. The unusual release onto ice meant that roped workers using
full Health & Safety precautions could walk to the spill in mid-river and apply
various recovery methods. The cleanup strategy had to be one which would
not break or penetrate the ice over the river. A breakthrough would have
meant spreading the oils to the flowing river water and weakening the

ice supporting the spill cleanup workers.

The Department of Environmental Protection approved an Immediate
Response Action Plan under which adsorbent pads were deployed to pick up
petroleum, which had not yet soaked into the ice. Subsequently, water was used
along with squeegees to move product to shallow sumps which were carved into,
but not through, the ice. The product was then pumped out by a vacuum truck
located on the bridge overhead.

Ambient provided LSP services including the assessment of post-remediation
conditions and the sampling of the underlying ice remaining in the spill area.
A Level 1 Environmental Risk Assessment was performed to determine whether
post-cleanup conditions would present a danger to water quality, water fowl, or

aquatic species once the ice melted. The Response Action Outcome prepared by

Ambient showed that no significant risk to the environment remained.
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