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JP Center: Brownfields Remediation
Jamaica Plain, MA

The five-acre site was the location of the Thomas Plant Shoe Factory which
burned to the ground in 1976. For twenty years, the site remained a vacant lot
and an image of urban blight, and the land and groundwater were heavily
contaminated with petroleum and solvents.

As part of a combined City, State and private effort to restore the site, Ambient
Engineering was contracted to prepare and implement a Release Abatement
Measures (RAM) Plan, conduct the Phase II Investigation and prepare the
Response Action Outcome (RAO). Ambient provided all Massachusetts
Contingency Plan (MCP) services under the direction of its LSP.

Ambient provided construction oversight during removal of large,
cast-in-place underground storage tanks and several 6,000 gallon
tanks. Ambient’s responsibilities included community and worker
protection air monitoring programs, health and safety planning and
maintenance, and the chemical characterization of all wastes and
environmental media. The RAM Plan included the on-site recycling of
contaminated soils and the reuse of the stabilized material. Massive soil
excavations segregated clean overlying soils from contaminated soils.

Approximately 2.6 million gallons of water were treated on site

in dewatering operations and discharged under an NPDES exclusion.
Approximately 11,000 cubic yards of soils were asphalt batched on site.
The RAO and accompanying risk assessment of site soils and groundwater concluded that no significant risk remained at the

site, and that a permanent outcome, which relies upon a prohibition of residential use of the property, had been reached. Today the
area has been revitalized, and the site is a major asset to the community, containing both the Martha Elliott Health Care Clinic
and a Super Stop & Shop market.
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